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7 is almoſt as uncommon. for a 
V /angle Sermon to appear in Pub- 
ck, with a Preface, as it 18 
for a large Book to appear with- 
out one: But here I think my, 
| ſelf particularly obliged to grue 
forme Account of the moſt prevailing Reaſons 
which determind me to Preach, and now to 
Publiſh zhe following Diſcourſe ; which comes 
Abroad ſo contrary to my firſt Intention. | 
When I was admitted to preach, as a Can- 
didate for the Miniſtry, I was, God knows, 
a raſh, cenſortous, and ignorant Lealot; had 
high Conceits of my own Qrthodoxy.;; and 
did not ſtick at candemning both Perſons and 
Opinions, I had little, or no other Acquaints 
ance with, but what I had from the unkind 
and partial Repreſentations of Men; for whom 
J entertain d a very undue Regard. 1 
But, I bleſs God, I was not long contented 
with an Implicit Faith. I ſoon prevail d with 
my ſelf, to make ſome ſerious Searches into the 
Nature of the Chriſtian Religion; and to ſtu- 
ay, with ſome Degree of Exattneſs, the prin- 
cipc4 Controverſies in Divinity, particularly 
thoſe, which were manag with the greateſt 
Heat and Uncharitabieneſs, and in which: I. 
| A 2 ER 75 'F 88 8 
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my fall; etuld not-altore of any Sentiments difft- 
n from my oton, without very hard Thonghts 
of the Perſons uo maintain d them. 

T ſoon very plainly diſcover d, that the ge- 
nuine Spirit of true Chriſtianity, is 4 Spirit 
of Meckneſs and Love, a charitable and for- 
bearing Spirit ; and that this Spirit, attended 
with a Conduct ſuitable to it, is every where 
recommended and enfore d by the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. | n 
Aud, as to a great many of the moſt celebra- 
ted Controverſies in Divinity, J found, that 
even on that Side, which I apprehended to be er- 
roneous, a great many Things were urg d, 
with ſuch a Degree of Plauſibility, as might 
prevail in determining honeſt and ſincere Men 
to fall in with it. - 
ben I had ſeriouſly conſidered theſe Things, 
and had alſo made ſome proper Reflections, on 
the Frailty of Human Nature, and the Preju- 
dices , Education; I did not, in the leaſt, 
aoubt, but that many, who differ d from me, in 
the moſt controverted Points, might be as ſincere 
and honeſt in their Enquiries as my ſelf, and con- 


 Sequently be equally approvid of, by an Onmiſcient 


and Impartial God: And therefore, inſtead of pro- 
mouncing Damnation againſt ſuch, or ſo much as 
reviling or cenſuring of them, I reſolu d, that I 
Wood ooe them as Brethren, and entertain as fu- 
vourable Thoughts of them, as of thoſe, whoſe 
Notions happen d to be agreeable to my own. 

Ius appointed, at a General Meeting of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters of Cumber- 
land and Weſtmoreland, in 1718, 10 be the 
8 * Preacher 


The PREFACE + 
Preacher. at our met Meeting, Aptil 1719 
and, upon this Occaſion, I — « determin d 
10 prepare a Diſcourſe in Favour of Moderati- 
on and Charity, which had been my darling 
2 for ſome Tears: As 1 bad been mer- 
deliver d from an Evil Spirit of Perſe- 
— 1 gladly laid hold: of the Opportunity 
of diſcovering my Repentance, and — employ- 
my beſt Services, toward the frengthoning 
my Brethren. 

* ow, as to the Reaſons, which have occaſe- 
a this Diſcourſe to be made publick, the 
Reader may take it thus. 

A — Reverend Brather, who, I hope, 
is à ſincere and honeſt Man, was greatly offends 
ed with the Sermon, and had the Goodneſs to 
tell ſome of his Friends, that he had ſcarce Pa- 
Hence to ſtay in the Place of Worſhip, till I hag 
deliver d it. 

This preſently took Air ; and ſome zealous, 
unknown Friend, drew up a general, confux4 
Charge againſt me, and tranſmitted it to Lon, 
don, with a Deſign, as I have found Reaſon 
to apprehend, to ſink my Reputation with my 
Friends there. After ſome Time, * two of the * 
don Miniſters wrote to the Gentleman who was 
firſt offended with the Sermon, to deſire of him a 
more full and particular Account of this Matter. 

"Twas then + he gave a free Vent to | his 

* Mr. Nesbit, and Mr. Bradbury. 

7 This Reverend Brother has lately done me Juſtice, 
as to this Particular, having giv'n ic under his'Hand, 
that he believes I have no other Faith concerning the 
Holy Triniiy, than what be has himſelf ; This he had done, 


N having receiv'd any New Proofs of my Orthodoxy. + 
£Geal 


vi The PREFACE: 
Zeal againſt me, telling them, that, as to the 
Bu/ineſs of Arianiſm, he believed all the Mini- 
fters had the ſame Sentiments they always en- 
tertaiu d, unleſs the Preacher was gone into the 
New Scheme. FA) 8 
I now ſuffer under this Reproach, in common 
with a great many of my worthy Brethren, in 
London, and elſewhere; becauſe I, as wel as. 
they, declare againſt making any Human Forms. 
the Teſts of Orthodoxy. N V 
I hop d that I had ſatisſyd my Jealous Bro- 
ther, 4s to my Orthodoxy, with Reſpect to 
the true Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord: Fun 
when a Declaration of our Faith, as to this 
Particular, was requir d, I deliver d my ſelf in 
theſe Words; T believe, according to the, 
Scriptures, that Chriſt made the World; and 
that he who made the World is Eternal God. 
He publickly ound himſelf ſatisſyd with this, 
Declaration: But, alas] Zealous Orthodox 
Brethren find it to be no very eaſy Matter, to 
get rid of their Suſpicions of Hereſy, when 
once they have been poſſeſs d by them. 1608 
Matters being thus repreſented at London, it 
was reſolved by ſome of my warm Brethren there 
that I ſbou d not go unpuni ſ d; accordingly 1 am 
made to feel the Weight of the malignant Influs 
ence of Proteſtant Popery : They are agreed, ta 
perſecute me, to the utmoſt extent of their Power. 
© Bleſſed be God, the Secular Arm is not, and 
F hope never will, be at their Service: But if 
they cannot kill, they can beat their Fellow-Ser+ 
vant. Oh! withwhat Zeal, have they labour d 
to wound my Reputation, in order to rob me of 
8 5 my 


The PREFACE. vi 
my Bread, where-ever they had Hopes that their chari- 
table Repreſentations of me might.be of any Service this 
Way! And it muſt be own'd, that they have the Satis- 
faction, to ſee their kind Endeavours, every where, 
prove ſucceſsful. — 
My Congregational Brethren, think me unworthy 
to receive any further Supplies from their Fund: Aud 
a valuable Gentleman, from whom I have formerly 
received ſeveral Favours, has, of late, neglected me, as 
I. bave too much Ground to ſuſpett. Nay, ſuch" bas 
been their Leal, in miſrepreſenting me, and ſo prevail. 
ing bas it prov d, that even the Good, the Charitable Mr. 
H —rl—y, . has thought fit to paſs me by, in his laſt 
Diſtribution of, &c. notwithſtanding that he has 
had it under the Hands of my neighbouring Bre- 
thren, that they believe me to be orthodox; and 
that the only Reaſon why I refuſe to ſubmit to an 
humane Teis, in Matters of Faith, is the Fear of 
giving up my Liberty as a Chriſtian, as a Proteſtant, 
and as a Proteſtant'Difſenter. | +. \ 
bat Pity is it, that the kind Contributions of , Jo 
many honeſt Chriſtians, ſhou'd be made ſubſervieut to 
the unreaſonable Paſſions of peeviſh, and ambitious Men! 
.  Endeavours have been ufd by ſome at London, 10 
prejudice my People agains? me, and ent off my Uſe- 
-fulneſs. - At one Time, it was, mov d to fome of them, 
that they ſhould make a Declaration againſt the 
Antitrinitarian Doctrines; at another Time, that 
they ſhould manifeſt ſome Diſlike of my Princi- 
ples, otherwiſe; they could not expect any Thing 
from Pinners Hall Fund, if ever I ſhould leave 
em. And a certain Gentleman, to whom I had wrote 
very freely, in my own Vindication, was fo Civil 10 
me, as to expoſe my Letter to a buſy Zealot, and al- 
low him to tranſcribe it; which, after it had under- 
gone ſome material Alterations, very much to my Diſe 
. @dvgntage, was tranſmitted to one of my Hearert, to 
be, "ty" him, if judged proper, communicated t0 my 
People. | | 
_ 
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I cannot but obſerve from hence, that Nine or Jeu 
Pounds a Tear, is not below my Adverſaries Envy. : 
I am heartily ſorry, that Men, who profeſs the greats 
ef? Zeal againf the. lmpoſitions of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, ſhould appear moſt forward in the Defence 
of Impofitions upon their Diſſenting Brethren ; and 
that they who have made the loudeſt Outcries againit 
Perſecution, ſpould take ſo much Pleaſure in perſe- 
enting thoſe who differ from them and that they 
Hou id be ſo obſtinately bent, in carrying on the fatal 
Defign, KS. \ 
For my own Part, I cannot but think it incumbent 
upon me, to appear in the Defence of my . injured Re» 
putation. And here, I ſubmit to the impartial E. 
amination of every candid and judicious Reader, 
what I delivered in the Hearing of my Bre- 
thren ; and for which, I have ſuffered the Loſs of e- 
— . that my miſtaken Perſecutors could deprive 
Me 5 . 1 Þ CIR Wei 77 - 
I baue great Satiſfaction in the Review of what 1 
Fave done; and, with all my Soul, in this publick 
Manner, contribute my poor Aſſiſtance, toward the 
Support of the glorious Cauſe of Chriſtian Charity, 
and Chriſtian Liberty; in the Defence of -which, 
there is, at this Day, ſo brave an Appearance, both 
in the Eſtabliſhed Church, and among the Diſſen- 
ders. e 143% 4 2863 

Before I conclude this Preface, I cannot but ob ſerve, 
that I had compoſed the following Diſcourſe, ſome Time, 
before I bad any Notice of the unhappy Differences 
among the Miniſters at London, 


2 Fi 24. 


The Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ftrive, but be gentle unto all 


71 ERCE Contentions a- 
37| bout Matters of Religion, 
eat out the very Vitals of 
true Godlineſs; and break 
in upon Chriſtian Charity, 
the moſt eſſential Character, 

and diſtinguiſhing Badge, 
as our . 10 y Profeſſion. Wrangling cenſori- 
ous Diſputants are the great Troublers of 
Zion; and therefore the Apoſtle, St. Paul, 
gives it in Charge to his Son Timothy, One 
of the firſt Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church, 
and a Pattern to thoſe who ſucceed him, in 
the ſame Office, tg. avoid ſtriving Debates, 
and whatever maY have a Tendency that 
Way. He particularly enjoins him to avoid 
foohſh and unlearned Queſtions, it being roo 
well known that they uſually gender Strifes; 

B 


and 


| 677 1 
and he adds, The Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men. He may 
diſpute and contend for the Truth, for mo- 
mentous Truths eſpecially ; but he muſt not 
ſtrive, he mult nor contend after a fierce irri- 

tating cenſorious Manner; let the Defence be 
mild and peaceable. Let Patience, and Meek- 
neſs, and Gentleneſs, appear confpicuous in 
the whole Deportment of a Chriſtian, and e- 
ſpecially of a Miniſter, rowards thoſe who 
difter from him. | 

Tis the evident Deſign of the Apoſtle, in 
our Text, to recommend to all Chriſtians, e- 
ſpecially Miniſters, a meek and peaceable 

Behaviour towards all who in Judgment dif- 
fer from them. | | * 

So that the Subject of my Diſcourſe ſhall 
be this One plain Propoſition. : 

The Behaviour of God's Servants, eſpecially 
of: Miniſters, to all who are of a different Per- 
ſwaſion in Matters of Religion, muſt be meek, 
friendly and peaceable. 

Tis certain that one Part of Holy Scrip- 
ture doth not contradict another, and there- 
fore it muſt not be imagined that the follow- 
ing Texts can any way weaken the Force 
of the Apoſtle's Direction we have now be- 

l fore us. Earneſtly contend for the Faith 

| which was once deliver d 1 the Saints. 
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We 


(3) 
We may, we oughr to, be Zealous in the 
Defence of Chriſtianity, and not ſuffer the 
Foundations thereof ro be ſhaken, thro' any 
Lukewarmneſs of ours; but ſtill, Love, and 
Meekneſs, and common Juſtice, which are 
due to all Mankind, ſhould be predominant; 
and appear conſpicuous in our whole Con- 
duct, towards erroneous Contenders ; their 
Errors, tho great, will by no Means juſtify 
| factious Wrath, and unrighteous Calumny. 

* St. Paul wiſheth that they were even cut off 
which trouble the Church: 

Cut off from the Church's Communion ; 
but not from common Charity. Chriſtian 
Diſcipline muſt not be neglected, and the Ex- 
erciſe thereof is no Way inconſiſtent with 
the Direction in the Text. + Hereticks muſt 
not be rejected till they are inſtructed once and 
again. And, if this Method fails of bring- 
ing them to Repentance, they are to be caſt 
out of the Church; but not with a Spirit of 
Bitterneſs and Enmity, but with a compaſſi- 
onate Concern' for their Souls; and with a 
ſincere Deſign of recovering them out of the 
Snare of e, 4:2, Such Men, in the Apo- 
ſtles Days, were delivered unto Satan for the 
Deſtruttion of the Fleſh, that the Spirit might 
be ſaved in the Day of the Lord. 

Chriſt proclaimeth the ++ Hatred of his 
Soul againſt the Doigrine of the Nicholaitans. 


al. v. 12. f Tit, iii. 10, *® 1 Cor. v. 5. H Rev. il. 15. 
B 2 | Tis 
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"Tis certain that as our Saviour Chriſt ha- 
ted all licentious Doctrines, and Actions, we 
alſo ought to hate them; we are not to be 
indifferent to Truth and Falſhood, to Good 
and Evil; but yet, there is ſtill Room for 
Meekneſs, common juſtice, and Charity. 

Having thus briefly cleared my Way of 
ſeeming Difficulties, that might have riſen 
in your Minds, and in ſome Meaſure ob- 
ſtructed the Deſign of this Diſcourſe ; I ſhall 
proceed to the Conſideration of the Propoſi- 
tion now before us. | | 

Only give me Leave to tell you, thar T do 
not intend that cyery Thing I ſay on this 
Subject ſhould be apply'd to ſuch, as either 
teach another Goſpel, or advance ſuch No- 
tions, as plainly and direfZly break in upon, 
and ſubvert the very Foundations of Chriſti- 
anity. TI ſay, plaznly and directiy; for tis not 
doubted but tome Chriſtians, of whom we 
have good Hope, maintain Errors, from which 
Conſequences, dangerous to Chriſtianity, may 
be eaſily deduced ; who yet do not ſee thoſe 
Conſequences, and who utterly abhor them. 

I defire that my Diſcourſe mnay+be chiefly 
apply d to Differences about the more diffi- 
cult, abſtruſe, and doubtful Points of Religi- 
on; and ro ſuch as are of little Moment to 
the Church of Chriſt, however determind. 

- T ſhall purſue the following plain and ob- 
yious Method, © | N 
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I. I ſhall put you in Mind how, or in 
what Inſtances, we muſt diſcover a meek, 
friendly, and peaceable Temper, towards 
thoſe that differ from us in Matters of Reli- 

ion. Yo 
l II. I ſhall give you ſome Reaſons which 
oblige us to ſuch a Temper and Deport- 
ment. NN | 
III. I ſhall propoſe ſome Directions which 
I apprehend may be of Service to promote 
ſuch a Behaviour. | 


IV. I ſhall make a Reflection, or Two. 


J am, in the firſt Place, ro put you in 
Mind how, or in what Inſtances, we muſt 
diſcover a meek, friendly, and peaceable 
Temper, towards thoſe who differ in Mat- 
ters of Religion. 5 

1. We muſt diſcover this moderate and 
gentle Diſpoſition, by regarding as much 
thoſe Things wherein we agree, as thoſe 
wherein we differ; and if they are of greater 
Moment, muſt ſee that they have the greater 
Weight with us, and muſt, bear with one an- 
other till we can be more unanimous in other 
Points. * Let us, ſaith the Apoſtle, as many 
as be perfett, be thus minded, and if in any 
Thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal 
even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, whereto we 


* 
< 


1. 
— 


F Phil. iii. 15, 16. 
have 
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_ already attained, let us mind the ſame 

ings. 
| Moſt of the different Profeſſors, amongſt 
Chriſtians, agree in Points of Faith and Pra- 
Rice, that are of much greater Importance 
than thoſe are in which they difter ; and we 
may alſo add, that it would be found, upon 
a juſt Compuration, that thoſe Truths, both 
ſpeculative and practical, wherein they uni- 
verſally agree, are greatly ſuperior in Num- 
ber, to thoſe wherein they differ. Tis there- 
fore contrary to Chriſtian Charity and Mo- 
deration, to be always magnifying the Num- 
ber and Quality of the Points in Controverſy, 
and to oyer-look, in a great Meaſure, the 
numerous important Truths, wherein we a- 

ee with an hearty Conſent. Let the vaſt 
Number of Divine Truths, Promiſes, and 
Threatnings, which the different Sects of 
Chriſtians moſt certainly believe, have their 
due Weight with us, as well as their Errors, 
in paſſing a Judgment upon them, and in re- 
gulating and determining our Deportment to- 
wards them. 
2. We muſt diſcover a moderate and gen- 
tle Diſpoſition, by ſtadying more to find out 
Means and Terms of Peace, than Matters of 
Quarrel, and Weapons of Contention. We 
ſhou'd ſtudy more to make up, than to widen 
our Breaches; we ſhou'd readily fall in with a- 
ny reaſonable Method of Accomodation, and 
ſhou'd not aggravate every little Difference, 


and magnify every ſmall Difficulty in our Way. 
Are 


9 

Are we not commanded to * follow Peace 
with all Men; and to f keep Peace, and pur- 
ſue it? I know not how thoſe, Men will an- 
ſwer it to the God of Peace, who, inſtead of 
following after the Things that make for 
Peace, rack their Inventions to find our 
new Difficulties, in order ro perplex and 
embarraſs any Meaſures that are taken for 
the Peace and Unity of Chriſtian Profeſ. 
{ors. 

3. We mult diſcover a moderate and gen- 
tle Diſpoſition, by forbearing to charge thoſe 
who differ from us, with the evil and abſurd 
Conſequences of their Opinions, and by charg- 
ing them only upon their Principles. Tho 
Mens Opinions ought to be charg'd with all 
the abſurd and evil Confequences which na- 
turally flow from them, yet Charity forbids 
us to charge thoſe of our Brethren with them, 
who may maintain the Principles from which 
they flow, if they perceive not thoſe Conſe- 
quences, nor own and acknowledge, but diſ- 
claim and deteſt them. It is certainly the 
Height of Uncharitableneſs, in ſuch a Caſe 
as this, to tell them that they prevaricate in 
ſuch a Declaration; and that they both ſee 
and maintain the Conſequences, tho when 
they are charg d Home with the Abſurdities 
ore, for Decency's Sake, they diſclaim 
them. 


* Heb, xii. 14. 1 1 Per. lit, 11. 
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* 4. We muſt diſcover a moderate and gen- 
tle Diſpoſition towards thoſe who differ from 
us, by contending amicably in the Defence of 
what we appreliend to be the Truth. There 
were Errors crept into the Corinthian Church, 
in the Apoſtle's Days; otherwiſe whence aroſe 
their Diviſions, whenee came it to paſs; hat 
ſome dere of Paul, and ſome of Appollos, and ſome 
of Cephas, and ſome of Chriſt, if not from ſome 
Errors broach'd amongſt them? And yet, ob- 
ſerve after what a friendly Manner the Apoſtle 
addreſſes his Epiſtle to them. He calls them 
his * Brethren, a Name of Union and Friend- 
ſhip, twice together, at the Entrance thereof. 
Io aſſault an Adverſary, or to defend the 
Truth againſt his Aſſaults, in a reproachful 
abuſive Style, is not of any Service either to 
Truth ot Charity, but manifeſtly tends to 
the Subverfion of both. Does the Diſputer 
argue for the Conviction of his Opponent: 
Then I'm ſure, the Apoſtle's Rule is, + in Meek- 
neſs inſtrutt thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God, 
perad venture, will give them Repentance to the 
Acknozuledement of the Truth. 

I T ſhall conclude this Head, with reminding 
you, that þ Michget, the Arch- Angel, who con- 
tended with the 1132, diſputing about the Bo- 

dy of Moſes, is mark d with a Character of 
Honour, 'in Regard he uſed no reviling 
Speeches againſt him. | 


i | | 


. * 
21 cor, x. 11; 2 Tim. li. 25, I Jude ix. 
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5. We muſt diſcover a moderate and gentle 
Diſpoſition, by ſpeaking candidly of thoſe 
who differ from us, not cenſuring and blot- 
ting the Names of one another. Charity 
obliges us to pur the moſt favourable Con- 
ſtruction upon Mens Words and Actions. 
Charity thinketh no Evil, believeth all Things, 
hopeth all Things. | 
Are there not, my Brethren, Tongues e- 
nough, in the World, ſharpened againſt Mi- 
niſters eſpecially ; ſo that they have little 
Need, of all People, to wound one another 
with their own Tongues? Is it not enough 
that all manner of Evil is falſly ſpoken of us, 
by an ungodly and untoward Generation, and 
that we are made the Scorn and Off-ſcower- 
ing of all Things, but we muſt alſo hate and 
revile one another? 

Let Miniſters, for Shame, give over cen- 
ſuring and reproaching one another, on the 
Account of their different Apprehenſions of 
Things doubtful and unneceſſary. 

Let not any of us, who admire the Learn- 
ing and Judgment of Mr. Calvin, join with 
him in reproaching thoſt who are of a dif- 
ferent Perſwaſion from him, in Matters of 
Religion; let us rather be concerned to find 
ſuch an Allay to his great Learning and Pie- 
ty, in the * Reproaches, which he caſts = 

C 0 


— — 


* Having been charg d with pouring Contempt upon Calvin? 
and treating his Memory with Indecency and Reproach; k 


To) 


ſo much Bitterneſs, On thoſe who durſt Op- 


poſe his celebrated Scheme of Doctrines. 
| How 


— 
— 


am under a Neceſſity of pleading in my own Defence, In this 
Paſſage, which has fallen under the heavieſt Reſentment, I 
was endeavouring to recommend to my Brethren, that peacea- 
ble Temper, that Gentleneſs of Spirit, which become the Meſ- 
ſengers of Peace, the Servants of the meek and diſpaſſion- 
ate Jeſus. Ie has been, not only my own, but the Obſervati- 
en of much wiſer Men, that we are partially blind, with 
Reference to the Infirmiries and Faults of thoſe, whom 
we greatly admire; and thar we are apt to claim large 
Meaſure of Allowance, in Copying their Examples. IJ 
am heartily ſorry to find that any of my Brethren, were unable 
to bear the Intimation. It was remote from my Deſign, that 
they ſhou'd be freſh and notorious Inſtances, in which the Ob- 
ſervation might be verify d. However, might J be the mean, 
the unworthy Inſtrument of promoting a better Temper among 
Brethren, of curing them of an almoſt Idolatrous Fondneſs for 

reat Names, which is apt to withdraw them from- the ſole 
Regard to the Chriſtian Prophet, I'd be content to ſuffer 
much more than 1 have done, 

Nerwithſtanding the Freedom ] have uſed with One of theſe 
Great Names, I can honeſily and openly declare, that the 
Learning, the Acuteneſs, the admirably Stile, the moſt lively 
Images, the Piety, the indefatigable Induſtry and Courage of Mr. 
Calvin, have always been in Honour and Eſteem with me, The 
ſucceſsful Part be bad, in the difficult and the glorious Work 
of the Reformation, is a laſting Honour to him, and ſhou'd be 
enough to endear his Memory to Proteſtants, at any Diſtance of 
Time. 

I believe the Providence of God made Choice of a proper In. 
ſtrument, and that a Man, furniſh'd with leſs Zeal and Reſo- 
lution, might have been leſs fit to make his Way thro all 
the Terrors of this World, which guarded the Darkneſs, the 
Corruptions, and Secular Intereſts of the Church of Rome. 
The glowing Heat, however, of his Temper, laid him open to 
ſome Surprizes, which were Matter of his own Lamentation, 
and in which he deſerves no Imitation, | 
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How did this Creat Man make too free with 
the moſt Divine Laws of Charity, and Mo- 
deration, when, in the Face of the World, 
he called his Adverſaries, Men void of God- 
lineſs, impudent Impoſtors, filthy Doers, Con- 


federates with wicked Knaves, and devoted to 


the Intereſt of Satan? * 
Calvin calls this Spirit of Detraction, in 


: himſelf, Impatience ; and owns that he had 
many hard Struggles with ir, and not with- 


out ſome Succels, but could not bring it in- 
to due Subjection. + All 


—— 2 


I am not unapt to believe, that his great Reputation, and 
the conſtant Hurry he was in, might ſtrengthen the Natural 
Impatience of his Temper. The Care of the growing Reforma. 
tion, in France, in Germany, in Poland, and here in Eng- 
land, lay conſtantly upon his Heart and Hands, His Inſtitu- 
tions in particular, are a Work that claims our Wonder and 
Sur prize, eſpecially when his Youth, and the Circumſtances of 
the Times are conſider d. He was born Fuly 10. 1509, and 
the Preface to his Inſtitutions is dated at Baſil, Aug. 1536. 

To conclude, I have not ſuffer d under a Charge of Falſhood, 
but of Imprudence; ſo that I might, upon a Confeſſion of this 
Fault, have hop'd for Charitable Allowances, from all thoſe 
who are ſenſible they have ever done an imprudent Thing them- 
ſelves; and 1 have this Advantage to expect, that thoſe who 
have purſu'd me ſo warmly, with this Charge, will, out 'of 
Modeſty, ſuffer the Aſhes of Mr. Baxter, and other great Men, 
to ſleep without Diſturbance. 

* See particularly a Letter which Calvin writ to Rhoan, 
againſt a certain Franciſcan. Opulc. p. 309, &c. See al- 
ſo Calvin. Tractat. Theol. Reſponſ. ad Baldvini Conviria. 
p. 427, 429. & alibi ibid. See 4%, Calvin. Epiſt. p. 135. 
- + At verum fatear, nulla mihi cum maximis, & plu- 
© rimis vitiis meis, difficilior eſt lucta, quam cum ita 
© Impatientia z neq; certe nihil proſicio, ſed nondum id 
* ſum conlſecutus, ut Belluam plane domuerim.” Ti Paſ- 
ſage is in a Letter, which Calvin writ ta Bucer, and may 


be ſeen quoted by Voſſius; Epiſt. 457. p. 403. 
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All good Men cannot but wiſh, for the 
Sake of Peace and Charity, that none of 
Calvins greateſt Admirers may be tempted 
to imitate his abuſive, reproachful Method, 
of dealing with an Adverſary. | 

I do not pretend to know what Truth 
there is in Crotius s Remark, that for the moſt 
part, Men imitate the Manners of thoſe they 
have made Choice of for their Maſters and 
Oracles, in Matters of Opinion in Religion ; 
but, I ſhou'd be ſorry for the Truth of what 
he is pleaſed to affirm, that whereas Melan- 
Athon's Diſciples are generally very mild and 
gentle; thoſe of Calvin, on the contrary, are 
Men of a rough and unfriendly Behaviour to- 
wards thoſe who differ from them in Matters 
of Religion. * 

6. We muſt diſcover a moderate and gentle 
Diſpoſition, by forbearing to rack the Con- 
ſeiences of one another with Subſcriptions to 
human Creeds. A Tyrannical inforcing our 
own deifyd Phraſes and Interpretations of 
God's facred Word on the Conſciences of o- 
thers, is no leſs than a ſetting up for Rabbzes, 
Fathers, and Maſters in Religion, and has been 
one of the chief Fountains of the Schiſms and 
Deſolations of the Chriſtian Church. This is 
ſuch a Violence done to our Brerhren, as, ac- 
cording to the Obſervation of a great Man, 
* tears into Pieces, not the Coat only, but the 


1 


— 


+= Grot. Votum pro Pace Eccleſ. 5. 18. 


18 


(13) 
© very Bowels and Members of Chriſt, to the 
“great Satisfaction of Jews and Infidels.” * 
When Men ſet up their own fallible Inter- 
pretations for Standards of Faith, by which 
they pretend we may and ought to judge of 
Truth and Hereſy, and oblige us to ſublcribe 
them as the Word of God; or which amounts 
ro the ſame thing, as containing the real and 
undoubted Senſe of his Word ; they viſibly 
detract from the Authority and Sufficiency of 
the holy Scriptures, and lay unjuſt Reſtraints 
upon our Conſciences. | 
But ſuch is the Nature of a Zeal for Or- 
thodoxy, that is not according to Knowledge; 
and ſuch are the Effects of an uſurp'd Domi- 
nion over Mens Reaſon and Conſciences, that 
if any ſtand up for the Honour of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and plead that Zhey contain fully, and 
in clear and expreſs Terms, whatever is of Ne- 
ceſſity to Salvation, to be known, believed, and 
practiſed; and inſiſt upon their Liberty of ſub- 
ſeribing theſe, and theſe only, they are preſent- 
ly branded with Hereſy, and ſer as a Mark for 


the blind and ungovern d Populace to vent 
their Fury upon. 8 


Do not theſe Servants of the Lord frive 2 
Is this their Moderation and Gentleneſs ?' | * 
Would but Men confider, that Confeſſions of 

Faith, are really no more than Declarations 


the Faith of thoſe that pubhiſh'd them; that they 
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* Chilling. Rel. of Prot. Ch. 4. $. 16, 
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arenot ſo much Declarations what Men ought 
to believe, as what they themſelves, fallible 


both in their Opinions and Interpretations, at 


preſent believe to be true; they would no 
more make uſe of them as ſpiritual Bonds, to 
tie up Mens Conſciences, Tongues, and Pens, 
from varying from their Phraſeology or man- 
ner of treating of the deep Things of God. 
And would they but alſo conſider Ezekzel's 
Commination againſt thoſe that fal/ly ſay, Thus 
faith the Lord *; they would perhaps think it 
to be their ſafeſt Method to ſpeak of the more 
dark and doubtful Points of Religion, in the 
Language of the Scriptures, rather than in 
that of fallible and partial Men; and to leave 


their Brethren at full Liberty to take the ſame 


Courſe. 

I cannot conclude this Head, without quo- 
ting a Paſſage to our purpoſe out of Mr. Chilling- 
worth, which he often makes uſe of with great 
Advantage to the Cauſe of the Reformation. 
LI am fully aſſured, ſays he, that God does 
* not, and therefore that Man ought nor, to 
& require any more of any Man than this, to 
© believe the Scripture to be God's Word, to 
* endeavour to find the true Senſe of it, and 
« to live according to it. f | a 

Let this be apply'd particularly to the Caſe 
of Candidates for the Miniſtry, who have a com- 
petent Meaſure of uſeful Learning. 


* Ezel. xiii. 7, 8, 9. 
+ Chilling. Rel. of Prot. Ch. 6. §. 56. 
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7. We muſt diſcover a moderate and gen- 
tle Diſpoſition, by abſtaining from Anathema- 
tizing thoſe who differ from us in the more 
doubtful, and leſs neceſſary Points of Religion. 
How prodigal ſoever the different Parties in 
Religion, in almoſt every Age of the Chriſti- 
an Church, have been of their Anathemas, 
which they poured out one againſt another, 
as againſt ſo many Sects of Hereticks ; tis 
certain that, by doing this, they violated, 
for the moſt part, the great Law of Chriſtian 
Moderation and Charity, and greatly devia- 


ted from the Practice and Example of the 


Apoſtle Sr. Paul, who only pronounced 
an Anathema againſt profane Perſons, and 
Preachers of another Goſpel. * If any Man, 
ſays he, love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let 
him be Anathema Maranatha. And, tho we, 
or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other 
Goſpel than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accurſed. + 
Let thoſe, who know of any other Ana- 
themas in the New Teſtament, produce them. 
Tis dreadful ſtriving indeed, wholly incon- 
ſiſtent with the charitable and gentle Spirit, 
which Chriſtianity recommends to its Profeſ- 
ſors, to ſeparate Chriſtians from the Church, 
and to ſhur Heaven againſt them, either up- 
on trivial Cauſes, or on the Account of dif- 
ferent Apprehenſions of ſuch Things as are 
not clearly revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 
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II. I ſhall now proceed, in the Second Place, 
to give you ſome Reaſons why we ought 
not to ſtrive, but to be gentle unto all Men 
differing from us in Matters of Religion. 
I. Many Places in Scripture, upon which 
ſeveral Doctrines are grounded, are Amlugu- 
ous; and may, with great Probability, be 
urged in divers Senſes. None can doubt of 
this, who have carefully examined the vari? 
ous Interpretations which Men of different 
Judgments have given us of ſuch Texts of 
Scripture, as the ſeveral Parties preſs into 
the Service of their jarring Principles. How 
plauſible are the ſeveral Interpretations, tho 
very different one from another! Now when 
the Caſe ſtands thus, tis no Wonder that 
Men embrace different Interpretations; and 
it would certainly be very unnd and uncha- - 
ritable for either Party to charge the other 
with damnable Hereſy, for differing in Opi- 
nion from them. | | 
2. The Points in Controverſy may be ſuch, 
as that Scripture. may, with great Probability, 
be alledg d on both Sides. None can doubt 
of this, who have been in any Meaſure con- 
verſant with Writers of Controverſy, and 
have conſidered the ſeveral Defences, which 
are made in Favour of oppoſite Opinions. 
Each Party plead Scripture, and pretend to 
be very much determin'd in their Judgment 
by it; and the ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 
Which rhey urge in Favour of their Opinions, 
14 are 
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are alledg d-with ſo much Probability, as 


obliges us in Charity to hope, that they are 


truly Lovers of God and of Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding the Difference of their Opinions from 
man; of their Brethren. 

Tis certain, indeed, that, in this Caſe, 
ſme of theſe diſagrecing Parties, who urge 
Texts of Scripture, in Favour of ſuch oppoſite 
and diſagreeing Principles, maintain Opini- 
ons contrary to the true and real Meaning 
of the Scriptures. But then, as Scripture: is 
alledged with ſo great Probability, in Favour 
of the erroneous Opinion, tis not only plain; 
rhat the Point in Controverſy i is not neceſſa- 
ry, but alſo that the erring Party may real- 
ly: believe, that what they maintain is agrees 


able to the ru Purport and Meaning of the 


H, oly Scriptures. 

Behold a clear Ground for mutual F orbcar- 
ance; and a ſtrong Diſſwaſive from judging 
imperiouſly, and raſhly cenſuring one ano» 
ther! iT 
5.35 Some Things, about which there is a 
mighty Buſtle amongſt Men, heated with 
Prejudice; and Party Zeal, are really, in their 
own Nature, very Dark; if not Incompre- 
henſible. And what Madneſs is it for falli- 
ble Men, ſubject to err in Marters much 


more obvious to reaſon, to reproach ang 


condemn one another for Difference i in Opt 
nion in ſuch Caſes? | | 
What a Stir have ſome Men made, about 


— 


Grace > and Free-WWill, and how liberal have 
FN, D they 
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they been of their Anathemas ; and yet, WIN 


per will give themſelves Leave to enger , 


the Matter carefully and impartially, will 
find that theres an Unfathomable 3%. in 
theſe Things, and be convinced that Men 
ought to be very modeſt and moderate in 
every Thing reſpecting ſuch high and abſtruſe 
eg as theſe; and that it becomes them 
cry out, with humble Admiratioh, *- How 
ed, ar bis Fulgments, and his Ways 
paſt finding out! 
They, who will not own that there are great 
Difficulties in Divinity, do but betray theit 


own Ignorance and Unacquaintedneſs with 


the Writings of Divines, as well as with the 
Holy Scriptures, and particulatly the Ac- 
count which St. Peter gives us of St. Paul's 

files, who tells us, that there are many 
Thing s m them hard to be underſtood. 

N this teach us un) and Modera- 
tion. 

Tis ay for Men, in the Mid of * much 
Darkneſs, who find themſelves pteſdd, on 
all Hands, with Difficulties, not eaſily ſur- 
mounted by their finite ſhallow Capacities, 
to err from the Truth; and will you ſay, 
that Men, who differ from them in ſuch Ca- 
es as theſe, are, on that Account, Suilty in 
the Sight of God? O judge no- 

4. Moſt of the Points in Controverſy, 
which are 1 with bo much TIO, and 


0 
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ſo little Charity, by the contending Parties, 
are, if not dark in themſelves, yet very much 
obſcured by their Logical Fallacies, and erab- 
bed Metaphy/ical Diſtinctions; whereby they 
have, in a great Meaſure, turned Men from 
the Simplicity which is in Chriſt, and made 
it much more eaſy to miſtake che Truth, than 
find it. Subtil Wits have the Art of diſtin- 


guiſhing Truth out of Sight; and of betray- 


ing Men, by an Heap of Sophiſins, into Opi- 
nions, which are not only falfe, but diſho- 
nourable to God, and injurious to True Re- 
ligion. CHIETON 
The Opinion which makes God the nece//7- 
tating Cauſe of Sin, ſubverts Chriſtianity, if 
not all Religion; and yet, Mr. Baxter, who 
was as quick at ſpying the Fallacy of an 
Argument as any other Man, owns oſtenet 
than once, that he was very much preis d 
with ſome Difficulties ſtarred, by the Main- 
tainers of this abſurd and hateful Opinion. 
I deny. not, ſays he, that 1 find the 
< Controverſy in it ſelf. exceeding difficult, 
* and; that IJ have not been without Temp- 
* ration to their Opinion, nor yet amo I 
&« confeſs their Arguing is very plauſible; yet, 
« fays he, if I receive it, I muſt let go 
oy almoſt all Religion, as well as Chriſtia- 
4, nity.” GAR: is \. 12.3600 

Now, my Brethren, if ſuch a Man as Mr. 
Baxter: was in Danger of being betray d, by 
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the Belief of an Opinion which he owns ſub- 
verts Chriſtianity ; How much more eaſy 


muſt it be for the Generality of Chriſtians, 


and of Miniſters too, to be deluded, by plau- 
ſible Arguments, into the Belief of leſs dams 
gerous,. and leſs palpable Errors: 


Tis certain that ſuch plauſible Things | 


— ſaid by Men, verſed in the Niceties 
hools, in Favour of very erroneous Opi- 
nions as may prevail on wife and good Men. 

Here is a Foundation for Charity and Mos 
deration. 

5. Tis difficult to overcome the Power 
andy Prejudice of Education. All Men are 
naturally fond of what they have learned in 
their Youth. And as the Sight, or Remem- 
brance of the Places where they paſs'd that 


agreeable Time, does ſtrangely affect them; 


in like Manner, they are, generally, ſo deep- 
ly engaged in Favour of ſuch Notions, as 
they were firſt acquainted with, that the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments for. contrary Opinions, 
can ſearee prevail with them to deſert theſe 


beloved Notions; for which Reaſon a due 
Mllpwance ſnou'd be made them. 


Such is the almoſt unavoidable Prejudice 
of) Education, that many Men cannot ſte the 
Force of Arguments which make for the con- 


trary”Truths; which; tha it may be a Fault 


in them, yet it cannot be deny d that it is a 


Fault, which very mo and honeſt Sn are 
osten g guilty of. 
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In this Caſe; we ſhould make the ſame AL” 
Wunde in Favour of ſuch as differ from us, 
which we would expect from them in our 
own Favour; and ſhould think with our ſelves, 
that had our Education and Acquaintance, 


with a great many other Circumſtances, been 
the fame with thoſe: of the Perſons, from 


whom we diſſent, we might have had juſt 
the ſame Senſe of the Matern in Contr6w 


verſy which they have. "> 4 92 


It may not here be imptoper t to » put vou 
in Mind how Bithop Burnet, when pleading 
the Cauſe of Moderation, applies the Argu- 
ment we are now urging, with the _ View 
ro the Doctrine of Predeſtinatiuu. 

'< It's certain, fays he; that one who has 
I long interwoven” his Thoughts of infinite 
perfection, with the Notions: of abſolute 
and unchangeable Deerees, of carrying on 
4 every Thing by a poſitive Will, of doing 


c every Thing for his own Glory, cannot 


apprehend Decrees depending on a fore- 
« ſeen Will, a Grace ſubject to it, a Merit of 
4 Chriſts Death chars loſt, and a Man's 
being at one Time loved, and yet ade 
& hated of God, without Horror. 

And, on the other Hand, a Man thus 
© has accuſtomed himſelf to think oſten 
© of the infinite Goodneſs and Mercy that 
% appears in God, cannot let the Thought 
© of abſolute Reprobation, or of determin- 
“ing Men to Sin, or of not giving them the 
bc Grace neceſſary to keep. them _— — 
* and. 
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&« and Damnation, enter into his Mind, 
64 wirhout the ſame Horror that another fools 
4 in the Reverſe of all this.” * 1 

6. Controverſies in Religion are many of wy 
em about Words only. Tis obvious to ob- 
ſerve, that in many of them, the Diſpute is 
about the Grammatical Senſe of Words, or in 
what Manner Things, wherein any impartial, 
Perſon, may eaſily qblerye an Agreement, are 
to be expreſs d; or what ſhall be the Extent i | 
af the Signification of Words capable of a 
larger or ſtricter Acceptation : Nay, often- 
times, Men purely fight againſt one another's 
Words, and Phraſes, without any Knowledge 
of the ſeveral Ideas and Notions, which each 
Party would expreſs by them, being truly, in 
this Reſpect. as Barbarians: to one another. 

believe it would be found, upon a care- 
ful Examination, that the Famous Controver- 
y betwixt the Remon/trants and Contra-Re- 
menſtrants, is chiefly about meer Names and 
Words; or about Things unintelligible in our 
preſent State. 

And, as for the Controverſies about Juſt 
feation, which were firſt ſet on Foot at the 
Beginning of the Reformation, and manag'd 
then, and in later Times, with ſo much Zeal, 
as if the whole of Religion depended on ne af 
right Determination thereof; it is pretty ap- 
parent to any, who duly confider the Matter, 
that they are chiefly abage the Manger: of 
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eſſing Things in which all Parties agtee, 
— che — of Words, capable of 2 


larger or a more reſtrained Signification. 

S It muſt be owned, indeed, chat ſome Ex- 
preſſions, made uſe of in this Conttoverfy, 
dy good and honeſt Proteſtants, are very 

harſh, and afford too much Ground of Re- 

| 1 to Papiſts and Infidelss. 

But, if all of us are agreed about the vial 

(q points of Doctrine, ſhall we quarrel about | 
Words and Phraſes? How contrary is 'this 

to the Charge which Timothy is directed to 
give to Miniſters'! * Charge them before "the 

Loyd; ſays St. Pant, that they ftrive' not abvigt 
Hords to no Profit bat to the fubverting of. 
1 Heurers. 

Men may entertain Principles, which 
BP: 4 dangerous in their Conſequences to R 
ligion; which Conſequences, ' nevertheleſs, 
they may either not fee, or if they do ſet 
them, may be ſo fully perſwaded of the Truch 
of their Principles, as to look upon them of- 
1y as Objections which they know not ho 
to anſwer. They, in this Caſe, ſtill main- 
tain, that they are throughly convinced of the 

Truth of their Opinions, and abhor che Con- 
ſequences which ar preſent ſeem dedueible 
from them. 

Is not this an Argument for Moderation 

Is here no Foundation for Ar jo as 


a e Tim: n. 144 
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8. Men, who differ from us, and who 
maintain Opinions which we think are of 
dangerous Tendency to Religion, may, on 
the other Hand, be fully perſwaded that 
they make for che Honour of ſome of the 
Divine Attributes; that the Wiſdom, or the 


Mercy, or the Juſtice, or the Soveraignty of 


_ are thereby rendered conſpicuous, - + 

They, who ſay that Moral Good and Evil 
are neceſſitated by God, think that an admis 
rable Harmony ariſeth from chence; and that 
the contrary Doctrine would croſs the Na- 
ture of God, of the Creature, of the Soul, 


and the Unity and Harmony of all Things. 


The Remonſtrants think that by their Opi- 
nions they maintain the Honour of God's 
Juſtice, Holineſs, Goodneſs and Mercy. 

And, on the other Hand, the Contra- Re- 
monſtrants think, that by their Opinions they 
maintain the Hanont of God's Grace, Inde- 

ndency, and. abſolute Soveraignty ; ſo that 
boch theſe Parties (who have often canvaſs d 
their Notions with a great Vehemence of 
Diſſention and Strife, and diſcovered an un- 
becoming Alienation of Affection, one from 
another, on the Score of their Opinions, 
which they look upon as diſhonourable to 
God;) appear to be Lovers of God, and 
«zealous for his Glory. 

This we ſhould eſteem to be a Ground for 
Moderation and Charity. 


In the Ninth, and laſt Place, tho' Men 


differ from us in Opinion, unleſs we have 
mdf © good 


| 
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d Reaſon to believe that they call God's 
eracity in Queſtion, we ought to be gen- 
tle and moderate. | 2 
It is damnable, indeed, to deny Truths 
teſtify'd by God, if we know that they are 


thus reſtify'd by him; becauſe this is plainly 


to give him the Lie. But, if we deny a Di- 
vine Truth, not believing that it is teſtifyd 
by God, ſuch a Denial is by no Means 
damnable, unleſs our not ſeeing it to be a 
Divine Truth, is owing to a voluntary and 


avoidable Negligence. 


If rhe ſeveral Parties of Chriſtians, who 
differ from us, p:ofeſs that they firmly be- 
lieve, that all which God ſays is true; and 
that the Ground of what they maintain is 
God's undoubted Truth; ſhall we ſtill ſtrive 


' againſt them as deſignedly undermining Re- 


ligion, and as Betrayers of God's Sacred 
Truths? 
We are well aſſured that many, who hold 
Opinions different from our own, are Men 
of very ſober and exemplary Lives, conſtant 
and ſerious in their Devotions to God, and 
mindful not only of their own Things, bur 
alſo of the Things of others; and we have 
made it appear, that ſeveral Reaſons may 
concur 'to incline Men, who uſe their beſt 
Endeavours to avoid all Errors in Religion, 
to embrace Opinions contrary to ſome Truths 
delivered in the Holy Scriptures ; and there- 
fare it would be the Height of Uncharitable- 
neſs, to charge Men of i much Sobriety, 4 
| en 
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Men who, for ought we know, are as care- 
ful co avoid Errors in Religion as we our 


ſelves, tho they fall ſhorr of the Truth, thro”. 


Human Frailty : I fay it would be the Height 


of Uncharitableneſs to charge thoſe Men with 
diſputing God's Veracity, by oppoſing that 
which they either know to be delivered in 


the Scriptures, or have not ſo much as a pro- 
bable Reaſon to incline them to believe the 
OT. 


III. I ſhall now proceed to give Gains Di- 


rections, which T apprehend may be of Ser- 
vice to prevent ſtriving, and to promote a 
moderate and pentle Diſpoſition towards 


thoſe who differ from us, in Matters of Re- 


ligion. 
I. Let us not form our Notions: of other 
Mens Opinions raſhly, or upon hearſay only; 


but ler us be well acquainted with the Bo- 


ctrines about which tis ſaid we differ, read- 
ing carefully what the ſeveral Parties advance, 
and what is offered by them, by Way of Ex- 
plication and Defence. A haſty judging 
and believing Fame, ſays Mr. Baxter, is a 
« Cauſe of unſpeakable Hurt to the World, 

and Injury to our Brethren.” * They, 

who underſtand- the leaſt of the Matters ih 
debate, are generally the moſt noiſy and 
cenſorious ; the moſt prone to judge and re- 
vile Men abundantly wiſer than menus: ; 


* Baxt. Cath, Theol, Lid, L Part III. 2. 107. 
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Theſe: are the Troubles of Zions Peace; 


theſe are the Men, who diſplay their Zeal 


in abuſing: their Brethren, when they have 


the Happineſs of being heard by a favoura- 
ble Audience, and without Fear of being 
contradicted. * The Foot rageth, and is con 


fdent. 5 | 


O would but Men ſtudy more! would they 


but diveſt themſelves of Prejudice, and exa- 
mine carefully the Points in Controverſy, 


and weigh, in an even Ballance, the Argu- 
ments on all Sides, I am perſwaded they 


would be more moderate and gentle in their 


Deportment, and more charitable in theit 
Speeches, one of another. Would they but 
ſuſpend their Judgment, till they have care- 
fully read, or maturely conſidered, whatever 
is neceſſary to the right underſtanding of 
the Caſe, we ſhou'd hear leſs of their Confi- 
dence, | leſs of cheir bitter and uncharitable 
Reproaches, and more of their Modeſty and 
Moderation. | \ 
2. Let us not dote about Queſtions and 
Strifes of Words ; for, of theſe, the Apoſtle 
tells us, and ſad Experience has evinced the 
Truth of it, + cometh Envy ; Strife ; Railings 3 
evil Surmizings ; perverſe Diſputes of Men of 
corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of the Truth.. 

Tis in Matters of Opinion, as in thoſe of 
Practice; Men who are over-fond of little 
Punctilio's in Practice, as Tithing Mint and 


— * 
— — 
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+ 1 Tim, vi. 4, 35. 
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Anice and Cummin, and of obſerving a Num- 
ber of Rites and Ceremonies, are uſually the 
moſt uncharitable Bigots, and the greateſt 
Perſecutors of their Brethren; ſo they who 
dote abgut unprofitable Queſtions, are the 
molt 3 of charging wiſer and better Men 
than themſelves with Hereſy; and of diſ- 
charging. impious, but vain Anatbemas a- 
gainſt them. 5 


3. Let us be more converſant with the 


Holy Scriptures, and leſs fond of Sy/Zems and 
our own imagined Schemes of Religion. If 
the moſt angry and cenſorious Accuſers of 
their Brethren for differing in Opinion from 
them, would but examine, with Care and Im- 
partiality, what is the chief Cauſe of all this 
Malice and Bitterneſs, they would probably 
find too much Ground to ſuſpect, that all 


their Heat is in Favour of ſome Infallible 


Syſtem ; ſome Sacred Catechiſm ; or ſome Dei- 
54 Creed. Theſe Syſtems, Catechiſms and 
Creeds, which indeed are uſeful in their Place, 
but have often too much Veneration pay d them, 
are the Occafion of the greateſt Part of thar 
Wrath and Contention, which we every Day 
obſerve among Men of different Judgments 
in Matters of Religion. | 

Theſe Syſtems, Catechiſins, and Creeds, are 
the Touch-Stones, whereby they try the Truth 
and Falſhood of Mens Opinions; and we may 
add, that they are the Standards, whereby 
the ſeveral Parties interpret ſuch Texts of 
Scripture, as are moſt in Diſpute, and = 
FEI the 


29 
the Senſe of which their Cauſe principally 
depends; thus making a Sort of 1zols, of 


'theſe Human Compoſures, which" might other- 


wiſe ſerve the Purpoſes of true Religion, Men 


firrve in Defence of them, at the Expence 


of Charity, and even of common Juſtice. - _ 
Would but Men, inſtead of borrowing their 
Notions in Religion, from Syſtems, Cate- 
chiſms, or Creeds, which is the great Cauſe 
of ſuch ungoverned Zeal in Defence of them, 
ſtudy the Scriptures more, and from them 
learn their Faith, there would, perhaps, be 
both leſs Difference in Opinion, and leſs 
Heat and Uncharitableneſs on the Score of 
unavoidable Differences. "80 
4. Let us not be fond of a Party as ſuch: 
*'Tis being zealous Arminians, earneſt Calui- 
niſts, rigid Lutherans, inſtead of contentin 
our ſelves, with being plain and hone 


. Chriſtians, which is one principal Cauſe of 


thoſe Contentions and Animoſities, which 
are found among the celebrated Parties. 
In the Corinthian Church there were Con- 
tentions, becauſe ſome were of Paul, and 
ſome of Apollos, and ſome of Cephas, and 
ſome of Chriſt. Thus Men adopt ſome Fa- 
mous Doctor in Divinity, for their Oracle; 
or factiouſly join with ſome particular Sect 
of Chriſtians, denying almoſt all Hopes of 
Salvation to all other Societies; and when this 
is done, they mark out all that are of a dif- 
ferent Perſwaſion, for the Objects of their 


Religious Fury. 8 
181 Would 


(30) 

Would Men be content with being calld 
Chriſtians, and would they not divide uncha- 
ritably from their Brethren, who, in- any 
Point of Opinion or Pradtice, differ from 
them; there would of Neceſſity be more of 
Union, and more of mutual Forbearance a- 
mongſt them; we ſhould then hear leſs of 
Fines and Impriſonments, of Racks and 
Gibbets, of Curſing and Damning, on the 
Account of Differences in Religion. 

5. Let us prefer Holineſs in our Brethren 
to Orthodox y; I mean, to what we our ſelves 
eſteem to be Orthodox, for no doubt every 
Sect is perfectly Orthodox in its own Judg- 
ment. Did we but duly conſider thoſe re- 
markable Words of St. ohn, * Hereby we 
ao know that ue know him, if we keep his 
Commandments ; and he that ſaith I know 
him, and keepeth not his Commandments, is a 
Lyar; and the Truth is not in him. I ſay, 
did we but duly conſider thoſe Words, we 
ſhould not have ſuch an over-bearing Fond- 
neſs for Men, who agree with us in Opini- 
nion, but live irregular and ungodly Lives 
we ſhould rather ſuſpect, that notwithſtand- 
ing their high Pretenſions ro Truth, and 
their noiſy and impertinent Profeſſions of 
Orthodoxy, they have a thick and gloomy 
Darkneſs within over-ſpreading their Souls. 
And, on the other Hand, did we but con- 
ſider, that Piety is preferable to Faith; to 
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Faith, in this Caſe, taken in the ſtticteſt 
Senſe, i. e. a meer Aſſent of tlie Underſtand- 
ing to the Truth of Things revealed; which 


certainly muſt draw its principal, if not all 


its Excellency, from the Influence it has ups: 
on Morality, and which muſtſhortly fail and 
be loſt in Viſion; whereas Morality is of a' 
fixed and eternal Nature: I ſay, would we 
but ſeriouſly conſider this Preheminence of 
Morality to Faith, we ſhould have an high 
Eſteem, and a very tender Regard for an 
Holy, Humble Chriſtian, of whatever De- 
nomination. \ IBS 
But, 'tis almoſt natural for Men to prefer - 
Truth to Goodneſs, and Knowledge to Ho- 
lineſs; and therefore Nothing is more com- 
mon, than to ſee them careſſing, with the 
utmoſt Reſpect, a ſenſual profane Wretch, 
who diſtinguiſherh his Zeal in the Defence 
of thoſe Opinions, which they have embra- 
ced for ſacred and undoubted Truths. 

And, on the other Hand, we may every 
Day obſerve Men, who are more zealous for 
what they eſteem to be true Doctrine, than 
holy Obedience; diſcovering the utmoſt Ha- 
tred and Contempt for Men of the moſt ſo- 
ber and upright Converſations, becauſe they 
do not favour ſome darling Notions, which 
they have made the SHibboleth of the Saints. 

Such is the intemperate and irregular Zeal 
of Men, who make a certain Set of Notions 
the Alpha and Omega of their Religion; and 


who think a ſimple Error to be a much great- 
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er Crime, than Sins committed againſt Know- 


ledge and Conſcience; that the moſt inoffen- 
five and Chriſtian Deportment is no Security 
againſt their Malice, and Religious Frenzy, 
if they once: diſcover a Diſlike for any of 


their darling Notions. Whereas, let a Man 


be worldly and ſenſual, let him plainly deny 


Chriſt in his Life, if he does but maintain 


the ſame Opinions, and cry, in Favour of 


them, Ia here is Chriſt! and, lo there is Chrift! 


he is greatly reſpected by them; and has ve- 


ry tender Allowances made him. This 7s 4 
Lamentation, and ſhall be for a Lamentation. 

But, let us, I ſay, to prevent ſuch an un- 
chriſtian, ſuch a partial Behaviour one to- 
wards another, prefer Soundneſs of Heart, to 
what we eſteem ro be Soundneſs of Mind. 
Ler a Religious Converſation be of more 
Worth in our Eyes, and recommend a Man 
more to our Eſteem, than a Faith which 
could even remove Mountains, or a Know- 
ledge, tho' it be of all Myſteries, which is 
not attended with a predominant Love borh 
to God and Man. | r 

- We may caſily be miſtaken as to the 
Truth, and Worth, of a great many Opini- 
ons in Religion; but, as long as Reaſon and 
Revelation are in the World, we cannot but 
know wherein true Holineſs conſiſts; and 


how highly acceptable it is to that Holy 


God, with whom all of us have to do. 

I might, in the next Place, put them in 

Mind of the Advantages of Moderation. I 
might 
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Might conſider its happy Influence in coofing 
Mens Paſſions, and in promoting Truth ar 

Unity. Bur, I ſhall proceed ro make a Re- 


flection, or Two, upon what we have deli- 


yered, and then ſhall conclude. "DEN 
And firſt, from what has been ſaid, let us 


obſerve wherein a truly Religious Zeal con- 


fiſts: This is the more neceſſary to be en- 


quired after, becauſe ſome Men place almoſt 
the Whole of their Religion in what they 
imagine to be ſuch, It is a melancholly 
Thing to obſerve, how Men, who live in 
Drunkenneſs, and who indulge themſelves in 
ſeveral other Kinds of Senſuality, think that 
they make Amends for all, by carneſt Preach- 
ing or Diſputing againſt ſome Opinions 
thought to be Erroneous; and by. Cenſuring 
and Anathematizing Men, whoſe Apprehen- 
ſions are different from their own: . Which 


Practice of theirs, they would have to paſs 


with the World, as it does, no doubt, with 
themſelves, for a religious and godlike Zeal. 
And, it affords another melancholly Conſide- 
ration, that this uncharitable Violence, which - 
they miſtake for a Religious Zeal, removes 
all Remotſe for Crimes committed in the 


Heat of their intemperate Fury, and prevents 


their Repentance, the only Means of obtaih- 
ing Pardon of God for theit Sink Men, 
who are poſſeſſed with ſuch miſtaken Noti- 
ons of a religious Zeal, think, that when 
they have loaded a Man, they have con- 
demn'd to be Heterodox, with Invectives, 
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or have proceeded ſo far as to get him Fin d, 
or Impriſon d, they have acted gloriouſly for 
the Cauſe of Truth, and done acceptable Ser- 
vice unto God; ſo that inſtead of being touch- 
ed with any Remorſe, and inſtead of being 
thereby induced to apply to God for Mercy, 
they die in a miſerable State of Impenirence. 
True Zeal, my Brethren, is of a quite dif- 
0 Nature. The zealous Servant of the 

ord does not ſtrive, but is gentle unto all 
Men. True Zeal, like Faith, worketh by 
Love. Charity is recommended in the Gol- 
pel as a principal Duty ; and whatever Zeal 
is inconſiſtent with it, is not the true Chri- 
ſtian Zeal. The very Formal Nature of true 
Zea is, Love; which always makes the Be- 
iever active to Edification, and not to De- 
ſtruction. This true heavenly Fire, warms 
us with Love for God and Souls, and makes 
us ambitious of keeping the Unity of the Spirit 


- 


in the Bond of Peace. True Zeal is an ac- 
tive Grace; active for the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Mankind; always movin 
in the Sphere of Love. When once our Ze 
carries us beyond the Bounds of Charity; 
When once it becomes turbulent, and gives 
Vent to it ſelf, in Acts of Cruelty, Hatred, 
or Malice; it is no longer a Divine Virtue, 
a Religious Zeal; but however Glorious it 
may, appear to carnal and unthinking Men, 
in a Religious Sanctify d Garb, tis BER 
rated into a Tempeſtuous Paſſion, a Factions 
—_— TE i, 
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If ye have bitter Envying and Strife in your 
Hearts, ſaith St. James, * This Wiſdom is 
nat from above, but is earthly, ſenſual and d 
ch. What we read, bitter Envying, is, ac- 
cording to the Original, bitter Zaal | | 
1 ſhall conclude this Reflection, concern- 
ing Zeal, with obſerving, that we have not 
as. they had, who lived under the 7eνꝙ 
Diſpenſation, a Law of Zealots, which em- 
powered Men, acted with a Zeal for God, 
ro commit Violence againſt ſome Offenders ; 
Oy Virtue of which Law, tis thought our 
Lord whippa the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple ;) ſuch Men, under the Chriſtian Oe- 
conamy, as are fond of an angry Zeal, may 
exerciſe it, with as much Heat and Violence 
as they pleaſe, in ſubduing their own Fleſhly 
Luſts, in pulling down the ſtrong Holds of 
Sin and Satan, in their own Souls. Men, 
who are fond of Religious Quarrels, may 
find Work enough in fighting againſt the 
Corruption of their own Hearts. This, this, 
my Brethren, is rhe Spiritual Warfare, in which 
every good Chriſtian muſt engage, with a 
manly Reſolution, and with an hearty Zeal. 
I obſerve, in the ſecond Place, by Way of 
Reflection on what has been ſaid, that tis 
the great Duty of Chriſtians to be peaceable. 
The Servant of the Lord, you ſee, muſt not 
ſtrive, but be gentle unto all Men. We ought, 
both Miniſters and People, to live in Peace, 
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and then the God of Love and Peace will be 
With us. I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, in 
thoſe remarkable and important Words of St. 
James. Who is a wiſe Man, and endu d 1 27 
' Knowledge amongſi you, let him ſhow, Tit 
of a good Converſation, his Works with Mel. 
neſs and Wiſdom ; but if ye have bitter Envuy- © 
ing, or rather bitter Zeal, * and Strife in your 
, lory not, and lie not againſt the 
Truth: 7375 Ilifaom deſcendeth not ow above, 
but is-earthly, ſenſual, a, M for where Eu. 
wing and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and 
every Evil Mor. But the Wiſdom that 3s 
from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and eafy to be intreated, full of Mercy and 
good Fruits, without Partiality, and without 


Hypocriſy. 
peril) z 8 
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